
Sermon on Matthew 1: JESUS, HIS FAMILY AND NAME 
 
The chapter we just heard was the first chapter of an amazing book – the Gospel of Matthew. 
Before we dive into the meaning and the message of this chapter and book, let us consider 
the place of this book in the library of books that we call the Bible.  
 
Matthew is the first book of the New Testament. When you would have read the whole Old 
Testament, the whole preceding collection of books, what would you have learnt until then? 
You would have learnt a lot about the purpose, the problems and the promises for this 
universe. You would have learnt that this world we live in was not an accident, but it was made 
and created with a great purpose: that it would reflect the glory of its Creator. And you would 
have learnt that we, as mankind, were intended to be image bearers of our Creator God. 
Purpose revealed. We would also have learnt a lot about the problems and the cause of the 
problems in this universe. I don’t have to tell you about the problems, you all know them: 
decay, conflict, climate problems, disease, war, illness and death. The Old Testament is full of 
these and diagnoses for us what the deepest cause of these problems is: sin – the breach 
between mankind and the Creator. Problems diagnosed. However, fortunately the Old 
Testament is a book filled with the promises of God, the Creator. God has said there would be 
a descendant for Eve who would save, there would be a blessed people that would be blessed 
itself and that would be a blessing for all the nations of the world. Promises made. So, in the 
Old Testament the purpose of everything is revealed, problems are diagnosed and promises 
made, hope is given. However, when you’ve read it, you might wonder: will these promises 
really ever come true? Will the problems be solved and the purpose be accomplished – or was 
it all just something like a fata morgana, vain hope?  
 
Now we turn to an overview of the first chapter of Matthews Gospel: 

 In the first verse a huge, big claim is made: the promised Messiah has arrived! A big 
claim. 

 Then the verses 2 – 17 are all about the credibility of this claim. And for this we turn 
to the genealogy of Jesus.  

 Then, the verses 18 – 23 are all about the content of this claim. If Jesus is the Messiah, 
what was the work He undertook and what was the purpose of this work? And for this 
we turn to the names the Messiah received.  

 Finally we’ll turn to the verses 24-25 and we’ll realise that conclusions have to be 
drawn. And for this we look at the dilemma of Joseph, the earthly father of Jesus. 

So a big claim, the credibility of the claim, the content of the claim and conclusions to draw – 
that’s the structure of this chapter and of my sermon. 
 
A big claim made. 
Matthew starts his book with the words `the book of the genealogy of Jesus Messiah, the son 
of David, the son of Abraham. In Greek: `the book of the Genesis of Jesus.’ The Greek word 
Genesis indeed means genealogy, but it also means beginning. It is as if Matthew sounds the 
trumpet and proclaims: attention please: God has made a new Genesis. A new beginning. A 
beginning to fulfil his promises, to deal with the cause of the problems of his people, of 
humanity and of the universe in order that the purpose of everything will be worked out.  
 



Matthew claims here that Jesus is the promised Messiah – the anointed, the one, appointed 
by God, promised during ages, who would come to save – Jesus, Joshua means: the Lord saves; 
Matthew claims He is the promised king – the son of David; God promised that one day there 
would be a son of David with a never ending, worldwide, blessed kingdom. This son of David 
would be the fulfilment of the promise God once made to Abraham. Namely that his 
descendants would be blessed with a special son and that through this special son the people 
of Abraham would be a blessing for all the nations, for the whole world. Wow, Matthew, these 
are huge, big claims you make – and, yes, says Matthew, that’s why I wrote this book for you. 
To proclaim and to explain this claim, this message. And yes, of course Matthew understands 
that you will not be convinced at once, so he immediately turns to the credibility questions 
that of course rise now. 
 
1. The credibility of this claim. 
Of course such a huge claim raises a lot of questions regarding credibility; and in fact the whole 
book will reach you a lot of arguments and evidence. But the point to start with is the family 
of Jesus. You might wonder: why the family? When we meet each other in the context of 
western culture and learn to know each other and want to tell and share something about 
ourselves we will usually not start to tell something about our family. Often we tell something 
about our work and achievements; in western culture we derive a lot of identity from what 
we do. By the way, wouldn’t it be good to be critical of this? What is your worth when you are 
unable to achieve anything? When you fail for your exams? When you become handicapped 
and are unable to go on with your job? 
 
Back to Matthew. When he introduces Jesus to us, to let us meet Jesus, he commences with 
Jesus’ genealogy, with the family tree of Jesus. And realise yourself that there is logic in this. 
Israel was a nation without a Davidic king but Israel lived with the promise of God that there 
would one day be such a king and that his kingship and kingdom would be far greater than 
David’s. Now when a claim is made that this Davidic king is there, the first thing that has to be 
proved of course, is that he really is a descendant of David. In the back of this church you can 
find such a family tree of our royal family – please pay attention to it after the service! We 
must realise ourselves that from early on there were stories, tabloid-like stories about Jesus’ 
descent. These rose a question: how could he ever be the promised Davidic king, the Messiah? 
 
Well, says Matthew, let us begin with Abraham, God’s chosen man, to be the father of the 
family that would bring blessing and restoration for all the nations of the world. Of course the 
first readers would agree: Abraham – yes, Isaac – yes, Jacob – yes, Judah and his brothers, yes 
we know that; Judah, yes we know David descends from Judah, by Tamar…  
 
Tamar? Why must you mention Tamar? The original readers know the story of Tamar; but this 
is not the kind of story you want to mention when you tell the history of your family. And 
when you read on another three women are mentioned and if you check the story of these 
women, you will discover that these stories contain problems. Some interpreters have said 
that these women were very sinful women; but I wonder whether that is the point. Judah was 
more a sinner than Tamar. Rahab, the second woman was a prostitute, yes, but she did a good 
work to Israel. And Ruth, was she an extraordinary sinner? I don’t believe that. And it’s more 
obvious that David was a sinner, than the wife of Uriah.  



The point with these four women, is that when we go to Mary; and when you have questions: 
how did she get pregnant and of whom and why was she pregnant before she was married – 
serious questions for the first readers of his Gospel – Matthew seems to show us: Yes I am 
very aware of this, but is this an argument why Jesus couldn’t be the Messiah, the Son of 
David, the Son of Abraham? In fact with Mary God continues an earlier line when He writes 
history with remarkable women through remarkable situations. 
 
In fact when Matthew summarises the history of Israel, the complete story is remarkable. 
From Abraham on things did not simply go upwards with his descendants. David was born in 
a situation of a huge crisis of Abrahams descendants. There was needed a saviour-like king.  
The same from David on things did not go upwards with his descendants. It all went to exile: 
they had to leave the Promised Land, went back to Babylon, where everything had started; it 
is as if nothing had been reached. Just in the same way Adam and Eve had to leave paradise; 
Abraham’s descendants had to leave their paradise land. However, happily enough the story 
did not end there. How remarkable that God was faithful, that the story still went on since the 
exile, and that there were still people who could trace back their descent to David. 
 
Jesus, son of David, son of Abraham – Matthew says: count the generations, from Abraham to 
David, from David to exile and from exile to Jesus; and you will find three times fourteen 
generations. Matthew wants to convince us that the genealogy of Jesus is not an argument 
against but for the credibility of the claim that Jesus is the promised David king, the Messiah.  
 
Fourteen. Originally the Hebrew language has no figures, only letters. When you write 
fourteen, you write: Dvd – this is the same as fourteen; isn’t this remarkable? David, David, 
David. So please, Matthew seems to say to us, postpone your credibility questions a little, I 
understand you that you have them, but please go on listening to the message I have for you. 
 
2. The content of this claim. 
A big claim made. Initial credibility questions answered. But what is the content of the claim? 
Let us now look at the birth of the Messiah and at the names he received. We already 
understood that the circumstances of his birth caused a lot of gossip, but that this however 
does not undermine the possibility that God has commenced to fulfil the promises He has 
made. But what exactly should a Redeemer, a Messiah, a new Davidic king do in this world 
that it even now after two thousand years could be good news, relevant news, something 
helping, redeeming, life changing, something that is an answer to our problems and all we 
wrestle with. Let us observe now the names the Messiah receives – as they were revealed to 
Joseph in a dream by an angel, a messenger of God. 
 
The first we find in verse 21: 
 

You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins. 
 

This is about the work the Messiah, the Davidic King, the Son of Abraham will do and 
accomplish in His life. And please, when you read on in the Gospel of Matthew, please, keep 
this verse in mind, learn it by heart, remember it, for this verse is a key-verse to understand 
this book, the meaning of it and the message it proclaims.  
 



The second we find in verse 23, in the quotation of the prophecy of Isaiah: 
 

And they shall call his name Immanuel (which means: God with us) 
 

This is about the purpose of the work of the Messiah. 
 
So what did we learn from the Old Testament about the cause of all our problems, what 
diagnose did we find? It was sin. Not just sin of people who are obviously big sinners in this 
world: murderers, corrupt leaders, abusers and so on. No the problem is a deep distrust of 
God the Creator in all of us. Even in all of the people of God. In the people who were intended 
to be a blessing for all the nations of the earth. Even in them, there is a deep rebellion against 
God the Creator. Something like: who are you that you want to own and reign my life; to 
threaten my freedom? Something like: God? When I must live with God this will make me 
unhappy, it will be hindering for the things I want to do and to achieve.  
 
Sins. We must not only think of bad things we can do – yes also of these; and we may hide 
them for others. But we must also think of the power that can sometimes cause us to do things 
we afterwards shame ourselves about. Sin. In the Old Testament we learn that sin 
contaminates and pollutes our inner life. And, it causes a separation from the good life. From 
paradise. And from God, the source of all life. God Himself takes distance from sin and from 
sinners; God respects himself, his own joy, beauty and holiness.  
 
The work Jesus will undertake is to save his people from their sins. Jesus, means: the Lord 
saves. As once Moses redeemed Israel from Egypt, Jesus will redeem from sin; and when you 
read on, you will find out what kind of work this will be, you find it in the chapters 26/27; as a 
lamb he will give his life, his blood, he will die upon a cross a horrific death, He will be 
separated from His Father, in order to save his people from their sins. That’s why He gets the 
name Jesus.  
 
And this is all with the purpose that is expressed in the second name, the name people will 
give Him, namely Immanuel, God with us. He saves from sin, in order that God, the Creator 
can again be with His people, be in communion with His people, and dwell among His people, 
that the presence of God and of heaven can return to earth and to mankind. In chapter 28, 
when Jesus is risen from the dead, He sends his disciples into the world to proclaim His 
kingdom for all the nations and then he assures them: Behold, I am with you – Immanuel. 
 
So please realise yourself that this is what the Gospel of Matthew is all about! It is about a 
family in this world that is reconciled with God. A family that is open for people from all 
nations. A family that has learnt to know Jesus, that loves Him, follows and obeys Him and 
wants to know Him always more and better. A family with hope and expectation: Jesus will 
have an inheritance of nations, the earth will once be filled with the knowledge of His glory, 
as the waters cover the bottom of the sea. This is the direction where the Creator, the faithful 
God of Israel will lead history to. This brings us to the final point to be considered: conclusions 
have to be drawn! 
 
 
 



3. Conclusions drawn. 
Please imagine for a while the confusion of Joseph. With respect to the pregnancy of Mary. 
Imagine you are engaged and then your girlfriend tells you she’s pregnant, and you are very 
sure that she can’t be pregnant of you. This at least asks for an explanation. We may suppose 
Mary gave an explanation – in the Gospel of Luke you read much more, but Matthew is silent 
about this – although, undoubtedly Mary will have told Joseph. Imagine the confusion of 
Joseph. He has warm sympathy for Mary. But her story is só extremely incredible. And not 
only incredible. When he continues to be related to Mary, it is also extremely shameful for 
Joseph.  
 
Although Matthew gives us a historical account, at the same time he has his readers in view. 
He has you and me in view. He will ask of us to believe in Jesus as the Messiah. To call upon 
His name. To see that He is the living King, who died to become our Immanuel. But he 
understands very well that we all can have lots of doubts. Especially when we are not at all 
familiar with this story. He also realises that for us a choice to publically adhere Christ, 
Christian faith, the Christian way of life, the people of God, their Book – that when we 
publically make such a connection can have all kind of consequences for us. In the context of 
your school or university: what, do you really believe that? All these miracles stories in 2020? 
Wow…  
 
Now, we’re not left alone with such questions and doubts. Joseph knew them all. How 
wonderful that Joseph intended not to put Mary to shame. He could have done so. Perhaps, 
according to the Law of Moses and to continue to be righteous in terms of the Law of Moses, 
he even should have done so! Perhaps you are here today, with so many doubts about 
Christianity, about the Bible. Perhaps you are still here, but you consider to leave the whole 
thing. No, you won’t blame and shame it, you respect and love some people you found here 
– actually perhaps they are almost the only reason you are here. But be honest, isn’t it an 
incredible story for modern men? What is your conclusion?  
 
For Joseph things change after his dream. Why? Because a messenger of God proclaimed and 
explained to him what he had to know about Jesus. Today, you don’t need to wait for a dream. 
I feel called by God to be your messenger. And I urge you to draw the same conclusion as 
Joseph did: he publically took his wife, not ashamed of her, not ashamed of the child, he 
obeyed the message, waited with having sex until the baby was born and they would officially 
be married; and so Joseph and Jesus become closely and publically connected.  
 
And today I challenge you to draw the same conclusion as Joseph once did. Not to keep things 
vague: today I feel a Christian, tomorrow I feel free to hide my faith. But to become clear. 
Before God, His family – the church and for everyone who wants to hear it: that you want to 
connect, want to be in the covenant family, not ashamed. Perhaps you say: well, somewhere 
I long for this. But… I know myself. How ashamed I can be of all this, when I am in the context 
of daily life. My work. University. Other students. I feel I can’t. Please my friend, may I then 
help you a little? By remembering you of Jesus. He was willing to connect to the human family. 
Willing to connect his name to yours. Willing to take upon Him the shame and the blame you 
deserved. He sees you today. And He loves you. And He calls you. Lay your sins upon me. Call 
upon me to be your Redeemer. And find life. Discover how wonderful it is to find eternal life 
into his family. Discover the wonderful meaning of his precious name. Let us pray now. 


