
Meet Jesus with Matthew 
 

Sermon outline Matthew 1 
 

Introduction: 
 

 Place of Matthew: first book after the Old Testament 

 Summary of the Old Testament: 
o Purpose revealed 
o Problems diagnosed 
o Promises made 

 Overview of chapter 1: 
o Big claim made (vs. 1) 
o Credibility of this claim (vs. 2-17): turn to genealogy 
o Content of this claim (vs. 18-23): turn to names of the Messiah 
o Conclusions to be drawn (vs. 24-25): turn to Joseph’s dilemma 

 
A big claim: 

 A new beginning (the Greek word Genesis means genealogy & beginning) 

 Promises fulfilled: the Messiah, son of David, of Abraham is there 

 This is the reason Matthew wrote his book 
 
The credibility of this claim: 

 Davidic descent proved: 

 Jesus’ descent indeed seems strange 

 But this isn’t an argument against his Davidic descent, see Tamar, Rahab etc. 

 Remember that the whole story isn’t a story of success (exile) 

 3x 14, observe how fitting it was that the Messiah now has appeared 
 
The content of this claim: 

 The work of the Messiah is expressed in the name Jesus 

 He will save His people from their sins (see Old Testament, problems diagnosed) 

 The purpose of the work of the Messiah is expressed in the name Immanuel 

 He will reunite His people with God. There will be a people, a family reconciled with God, 
open for all nations, a lasting kingdom, with a King and with hope: an inheritance of nations, 
the earth filled with Gods glory (see Old Testament, promises fulfilled, purpose achieved) 

 NB: vs. 21/23 are key-verses in Matthews Gospel 

 Climax of vs. 21: Chapters 26-27 

 Climax of vs. 23: Chapter 28 
 
Conclusions drawn: 

 Observe Joseph’s dilemma concerning Mary’s pregnancy: incredible and shameful 

 Joseph’s dilemma might be yours 

 Joseph didn’t want to put her to shame 

 Joseph’s attitude changed after he heard the messenger of God, things become clear. 

 Joseph publically connects to Mary and her Child 

 Challenge: what about you? 

 If you find this difficult: remind yourself of what Jesus did: 

 He wanted to be connected to us, our shameful stories; His wonderful Name with our names, 
on the cross He took the shame and the blame, our Redeemer. 


