
Life group Colossians Tenth meeting 
 

Maturity practised (III):    Maturity in daily lives 

Colossians 3: 17 – 4: 1 

 

Introduction: 
Soon after meeting each other as Colossian fellowship, the attendants would go home. They had enjoyed 
great teaching about the crucified and risen Lord and Saviour. And probably received new strength and 
courage for their daily lives. But are there also instructions for our daily lives? Patterns and ways how to live 
with our new, risen Lord in heaven on weekdays? Yes – this is the subject of our passage for this time. It’s 
good to keep in mind that the groups addressed here, were present in the meetings of the (house)church. 
 
Read: Colossians 3: 17 – 4:1 
 
Structure: 

• Verse 17 is the bridge between the previous passage and our passage. It contains an instruction in 
general how to live our daily lives as Christians.  

 

• Verses 18 – 4:1 elaborate this for three couples of persons: 
o 18-19: wives / husbands 
o 20-21: children / fathers 
o 22-4:1: servants / masters  

  

• Remember that in the fellowship they had been exercising and learning to bear with one another, to 
put on love, to let Christ’s peace live in their hearts (3:12-15). Now they are going home, they are 
challenged to exercise and learn to be peacemakers as well – observe: often in a hostile, non-
believing environment. Their ability to do this, they derive from their Master, who reconciled them 
with God while they were hostile, with His own blood (1:20-22). 

 

• Observe that most attention is paid to the slaves (vs.22-25). Probably their position was the most 
difficult.  
 

Text: 
Verse 17 contains a general instruction for our daily lives: everything you say and everything you do, do it as 
an act of love and worship for your Lord and Saviour. And continue in the faith in Him, so: continue with 
thanksgiving. In many religions `worship’ is defined by a religious act, done in a religious building, by a 
(professional) religious person. However, in Christianity, the coming together as Christians can also be seen 
as a gathering of the body with all its members, exercising to do worship in daily lives (see also Romans 12:1). 
 
Verse 18 does submission imply not to be of equal value? Then this might be a very wrong idea. In the letter 
to the Ephesians Paul calls all Christians to submit to each other out of reverence for Christ (5:21). So, the 
purpose of submission is to remind the husband of his calling to be Christ-like; to remind him of his 
responsibility. The attitude of submission – though really difficult – might be more effective to change a 
husband than to look down at him, despise him, fight him etc. Does this imply that she has to accept 
everything? `As is fitting in the Lord’ clearly limits her, she will not do or accept everything from him. Also, 
the word `submit’ is different from the word `obey’ – used in verses 20 and 22). To be able to submit is in 
fact only possible when you feel of how great value you are for the Lord – otherwise you would never be able 
to adopt such an attitude. 
 



Verse 19 the idea to speak about `love’ as a duty in marriage was new in the ancient world. You might like 
your wife; and you needed a wife for all kind of things (family relationships, to get children/heirs etc), but 
normally the idea was that you shouldn’t impose on a man the duty to love his wife. Paul makes this the heart 
of the husbands calling. As Christ loved His church (while she was still sinful and hostile), husbands are called 
to prioritize loving their wives. And not be harsh with them, in words or deeds. This commandment also 
implies that husbands shouldn’t offend their wives with sexual immorality and impurity outside their 
marriage – which was considered as normal in the culture then; and which hurt (then and now) so many 
wives. 
 
Verse 20 so children were also present in the meetings of the fellowship! They can show their love for Jesus 
by obedience to their parents. 
 
Verse 21 mothers are not addressed. Perhaps they need no further exhortations? `Not to provoke their 
children’ often proofs to be a good challenge for fathers. They shouldn’t be self-centred, but pay attention 
to their children and serve them. This was also quite new then. `lest they become discouraged’ another 
translation says: lest they quit trying’ 
 
Verse 22-23 observe that the position of the masters/lords is put into perspective `earthly masters’: there is 
another, greater Lord, being also Lord over their masters (see 4:1). Their service is no longer for their earthly 
master, the Lord will consider it as work done to Him. 
 
Verse 24-25 The letter to the Colossians contains several references to the coming of Christ. This gives energy 
to endure: one day the wrongdoers will be paid for their wrongdoing. And one day they will be rewarded for 
their faithfulness.  
 
4 verse 1 fairly, in Greek litterally: equally. So: although these people work for you, they are equal to you. 
This idea was already exercised when the church came together. The boundaries between slaves and masters 
were (for the first time in history!) taken away. Here we find the beginnings for the abolition of slavery and 
to transform work in normal and peaceful relationships between employers and employees (which until 
today remains difficult; however: Christian leaders/employers/managers learn here that they are called for 
servant leadership, they are not more or better than those they serve and this should be reflected in the way 
they treat those they lead. 
 
IDEAS FOR THE LIFE-GROUP EVENING 
 
Sometimes participants from a Life Group arrive quite tired at the LG-evening. Of course, such an evening 
gives you energy. But at times you can think: I don’t know whether I will continue, because I need my sleep. 
Here are some ideas to have a (rather) short and powerful meeting: 
 

1. Start in time with a short prayer. Remind yourself that Jesus promised where two or three are 
together in His name, He himself is present. Thank God for the presence of Him in the Holy Spirit. 
Dedicate the evening to Him, ask Him to lead and guide the evening. Ask Him not only for 
understanding of the text, but to speak into the lives of the participants. 

 
2. Read Colossians 3: 17 – 4: 1 twice. Take no longer than ten or fifteen minutes to dive deeper in 

understanding the text and answering questions. 
 

3. Read Colossians 3: 17 – 4:1 again.  

• Take two or three minutes to be silent. QUESTION FOR EVERYONE: To what verse is your 
attention drawn? Where is the Holy Spirit speaking specifically to you? Perhaps first you don’t 
know why your attention is drawn to the verse. Then don’t try to think further, but go to that 
verse. And meditate: is there something in it from God for me now? 



• The leader of the group asks everyone to answer the question. Immediately after the person has 
answered the question (and has shared a little), the person left or right from him/her, prays for 
him/her. Then you turn to the next person, until everybody had his/her turn. 

 
4. End with a short thanksgiving prayer. 

NB: remember what you were mentioning and praying for, until your next meeting, start your next 
meeting with looking back on how things went. 

 


