Strength for Christ’s soldiers
With paur’s 21 letter to Tlmothy
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39 Session THEME: The Spirit’s power to hand over the Gospel’s power

1. Start with prayer. Then look at this icebreaker question. 10 minutes to get started

The church knows periods of reformation (which means: return to the Word of God, a shared longing to align with the Bible, the
Gospel, sound doctrine and Christian living) and of deformation (times wherein most people distance themselves from former
reformations and revivals — teachings and practices). In such times of deformation the challenge of course is to remain faithful. In
19t century England, during a period of church decline and deformation there was a preacher — J.C. Ryle — who began to preach
the Bible faithfully again, though he was much criticized for his position. However, still today, all across the world, people read his
sermons and books with joy and are edified by these. The title of a biography of him is "Prepared to stand alone’.

e How do you see the spiritual atmosphere today in your country?
o Do you see a challenge for yourself in the current spiritual atmosphere wherein you find yourself?

2. Read 2 Timothy 1:14 - 2:13 twice 25 minutes to understand the passage

Look again at 1:14 An urgent appeal
e What does the apostle mean by "the good deposit entrusted to you'?
[for an answer, you may also look at 1 Timothy 1:3-7, 1 Timothy 1:15, 1 Timothy 6:20)
e  Why, or against what, had the good deposit to be guarded by Timothy?
e Apparently to guard the good deposit the Holy Spirit’s help is much needed. Why?

Look again at 1:15-18 lllustrations of not guarding and guarding the good deposit
e How do these verses illustrate what not guarding and what faithfully guarding the good deposit may imply?

Look again at 2:1-3 A threefold calling
e  Which are the three things to which Timothy was called?
e What do you learn from these?

Look again at 2:4-7 Motivating illustrations
The three illustrations in these verses are motivating to face the hardships that belong to what is commanded in verses
2 and 3.

e How is each of these illustrations motivating? Can these still motivate you?

Look again at 2:8-13  Further strengthening for Christ’s soldiers
e How is verse 8 helping us to be strengthened?
e How are verses 9-10 helping us to be strengthened?
e How are verses 11-13 helping us to be strengthened?

3. Apply and end with prayer. 20 minutes to make it personal and to pray

Read the whole passage once more. In which of these verses do you see something that is of utmost importance for
you, now, in the time wherein you live? (Of course all verses are important, but see whether there is one verse that
speaks the most to you know). Take a few moments of silence to think and meditate on this. Then share and end with
prayer.



