
Strength for Christ’s soldiers 

with Paul’s 2nd letter to Timothy 
`Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 2:3)’ 

 
Handouts to help you read & understand –  

for personal Bible study, reading the Bible with a friend or with a group 

 

4th Session   THEME: Directions for times of difficulty 
 

1. Start with prayer. Then look at this icebreaker question. 10 minutes to get started 
In a Life Group someone says that he has discovered important issues that he would like to introduce to the Life Group. Some 

teaching or practice about which this person is eager to share more about. But the Life Group leader(s) feel that these things may 

not be sound or really biblical. The person however insists on having time to talk about these things. If you had to give advice to 

the Life Group leader, what would you say? 

 

Timothy was left in Ephesus by the apostle Paul (to have an idea of his situation: read 1 Timothy 1:3-7). While he wanted to 

continue with faithfully teaching the word, the Gospel from the Scriptures, he was opposed with suggestions for wrong teaching 

and wrong practices (read 1 Timothy 4:1-4). Gradually all seemed to turn away from Timothy (Paul encourages and says, they 

didn’t turn away from you but from me – see also Luke 10:16). In Paul’s second letter he takes a lot of time to encourage Timothy 

(2 Timothy 1 – 2:13) not to give up and to stand up again in his ministry. Now that Timothy has received encouragement, he also 

needs to be equipped, he needs directions, he needs to know what he should do with the wrong teachings and practices which 

some wanted to introduce. These directions we find in our passage of today. 

 

2. Read 2 Timothy 2:14 - 3:9   25 minutes to understand the passage 
 

Read 2:14-21 again Directions for the minister and the members concerning the teaching 

• Should Timothy change his program of teaching because some in Ephesus wanted that? 

• What should Timothy do with the request to admit other teachings so that they might discuss these? Why? 

• Hymenaeus and Philetus seemed to have a Bible verse for their teaching (see Ephesians 2:6). What was wrong 

with their teaching? (You may also look at 1 Corinthians 6:12-20) 

• What is wrong with teaching that denies a future resurrection of the body? (Look at 1 Corinthians 15:12-19.) 

• Can wrong teaching overthrow the house, the temple that the Spirit is building on the foundation, on Christ? 

 

Read 2:22-26 again Directions for the minister and the members concerning themselves 

• What strikes you in verse 22, what do you learn from this verse, or what do you want to ask about it? 

• Look at verses 23-26. Should the wrong ideas concerning teaching or practice be completely ignored? 

 

Read 3:1-9 again Directions for the minister and the members concerning wrong teachers 

• Which direction is given in these verses concerning what to do with the wrong teachers? 

• In which verse do you see that?  

• Is the apostle Paul the only Bible writer who says such things? 

• Why does the apostle introduce this direction with all these words about the last days (cf. Acts 2:17)? 

Paul knew that the names of the Egyptian magicians who opposed Moses when he confronted Pharaoh were 

Jannes and Jambres.  

• Why does he mention them in verses 6-9 and what is the goal of these verses 6-9? 

 

3. Apply and end with prayer.  20 minutes to make it personal and to pray 

Look again at the ice breaker question. Would you still give the same answer that you gave at the start of the meeting? 

What did you learn and receive today? Take a few minutes of silences to think and meditate on this, then end with 

prayer. 


