
Strength for Christ’s soldiers 

with Paul’s 2nd letter to Timothy 
`Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 2:3)’ 

 
Handouts to help you read & understand –  

for personal Bible study, reading the Bible with a friend or with a group 

 

5th Session   THEME: Both infants and instructors need the Bible 
 

1. Start with prayer. Then look at this icebreaker question. 10 minutes to get started 
Do you have someone who was or is an example in faith for you? Who and why? Or: why not? 

Do you hope/expect to be or become an example in faith for others? Why or why not? 

Take a few moments of silence to think about this. Then share briefly. 

 

For Timothy the apostle Paul was his spiritual father and his example in faith. In the second letter, the apostle is handing over the 

responsibilities to Timothy. He could always look to Paul, but increasingly people would be looking at him. Timothy faces 

challenging times and situations in his church (see Ch. 3:1-9). And Paul would soon die. Timothy may have wondered how he could 

thrive or even survive in his ministry and even in his being a believer in the Lord Jesus! 

 

2. Read 2 Timothy 3:10 – 17 twice   25 minutes to understand the passage 
 

Look at 3:10-14 again  Timothy needed Paul’s example 

• In your own words: why has Paul been an inspiring example to Timothy? 

Timothy faces challenges, but Paul has also faced challenges! You can read about these in Acts 13:13-14. 

• What may have helped Paul to survive these? 

• Read Psalm 34:17-19. What do you learn? 

• For Timothy there are two alternatives, two options how to continue. Which? (See verses 12-13) Which option 

does Paul (of course) recommend? (See verse 14) 

 

Read 3:14-17 again Timothy would need more than Paul’s example 

• Timothy must have felt that Paul’s inspiring example was not enough for him to survive and thrive in his 

ministry. Does Paul agree? (see verse 15) 

• What can we learn from verse 15 about the proper time to start with the Bible, A) as regards age, B) as regards 

people who are new in faith? 

• What can we learn from verse 15 about what we have to look for when we read the Bible? 

• Why should Timothy appreciate the Scriptures even more than Paul´s example? 

Teaching and reproof are two sides of the same coin. Teaching is the doctrine that we must believe, reproof concerns 

which teachings/thoughts/opinions we must not believe because they are false and not true. Correction and training 

in righteousness are also two sides of the same coin. Correction refers to inappropriate ways of responding to the 

doctrine in behaviour. Training refers to appropriate ways of responding to the doctrine – we also call this `godliness’. 
Finally, doctrine and godliness are also two sides of the same coin – see Titus 1:1. 

 

3. Apply and end with prayer.  20 minutes to make it personal and to pray 

Take some time to look once again at the passage. Ask yourself which teaching it contains, which reproof, which 

correction and which training. Take some minutes of silence for that. Also, try to see wherein you needed this today. 

Then share and end with prayer. 

 

4. Digging deeper. 

Before Moses handed over his ministry to Joshua, Joshua closely observed Moses. However, Joshua needed more than 

Joshua’s example. Read Joshua 1:7-9 and see what you learn from that. The Davidic kingship would also be handed 

over from father to son. What did kings need? Read Deuteronomy 17:18-20 and see what you learn. David knew this! 



Look at Psalm 1, Psalm 19 and Psalm 119 and see what you learn. Examples come and go. Examples can fail. But what 

will neither fade away nor fail? Read Isaiah 40:6-8 and see what you learn. 


