Strength for Christ’s soldiers
With paur’s 21 letter to Tlmothy
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6t" Session THEME: When people will not endure sound teaching

1. Start with prayer. Then look at this icebreaker question. 10 minutes to get started

Not all things that you long for, are good for you. Not all things that are good, are things you long for.
e Canyou give a few examples?
e Are our longings and desires unimportant?

2. Read 2 Timothy 4:1-5 twice 25 minutes to understand the passage

Look at 4:1-2 again An urgent appeal
e  Which are the reasons for Paul’s urgent appeal to Timothy?
e  What strikes you, when you look at this appeal?
e |f your pastor is also charged to do these things, how could you support him herein?

Read 4:3-4 again An upcoming attack
e How — according to this passage — would the church be attacked in a subtle way?
e  Why would people prefer “teachers to suit their own passions’, rather than “sound teaching’?
e Canyou recognise these things in yourself also, at times? If so, what would be the best to do?
e “Wander off into myths’. If you have time, you may look at the following passages and see what you learn
about these ‘'myths’: 1 Timothy 1:4, 1 Timothy 4:7, Titus 1:14, 2 Peter 1:16-2:2.
e “Wander off into myths’. Do you see that that still happens today?

Read 4:5 again An understandable application
Although the letter was meant to be read in the church (see 4:22), the tone is very personal (see 3:10, 3:14, 4:5).
e  Why would that be, and what does it have to say to us?
The statements “sober-minded’ and “endure suffering’ both have to do with the inner readiness that is required.
e How does verse 1 help Timothy to understand why he has to be sober-minded, and verse 2 why he has to
endure suffering?
The statements “do the work of an evangelist’ and “fulfil your ministry’ both have to do with outward faithfulness.
e How does verse 1 help Timothy to understand why he has to do this work, and verse 2 why he has to fulfil it?

3. Apply and end with prayer. 20 minutes to make it personal and to pray

These verses were not just relevant for Timothy long ago. They are still relevant. Not only for ministers of the word,
but also for the whole church, also for you and for me. Take some minutes of silence to think about the question what
you learned and why it is relevant. After that, share and end with prayer.

4. Digging deeper.

A faithful word ministry is not always welcomed with applause. Often the contrary is the case. Of that we have many
examples, both in the Old Testament and in the New Testament. To understand this better you might read Ezekiel
33:1-9.



